
 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, SHEPHERDS ARMS KIDS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

                 FEBEE 
Febee’s life’s story is very 
remarkable.  She came to 
the Shepherds Arms 
Children’s Home when it 
first opened.  Prior to her 
arrival, she spent her 
childhood living in extreme 
poverty, not knowing 
where the next meal 
would come from.  Her 
family could not care for 
her and Shepherd’s Arms 
stepped in.  Her life has 
been   transformed since.  

Through hard work, perseverance, and a lot of prayer, she 
completed a teaching degree from the university.  We praise 
God for this fantastic achievement.  Good on you, Teacher 
Febee!  We can’t wait to see what the future holds.  A very 
special ‘thank you’ to those who supported us along the way!  

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 Danica, 10  XC, 11 

 Robenson,18 April,16 

‘For I know 
the plans I 
have for 

you’, 
declares 

the LORD, 
‘plans to 
prosper 
you and 
not to 

harm you, 
plans to 
give you 

hope and a 
future’. 

-Jeremiah 
29:11 

Your generosity will enable us to continue our work.  Please contact us about how to make donations. 
 In Australia: rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com           In New Zealand: martin.shepherdsarm@gmail.com 
                       +61-424-722-449 (mobile)                                         +64-27-445-1806 (mobile) 

We are extremely proud of our children who finished the last school year with flying colours.  All of them passed all their 
exams for the entire school year.  Best of all, some children bagged medals and ribbons for academic excellence and excellent 
behaviour.  Our staff have once again succeeded in teaching our kids not only how to think, but, most importantly, how to be 
model citizens.  Big thanks to the teachers and staff!  Well done everyone!  Praise God for this wonderful achievement.  
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Everyone looks forward to a holiday and the children are no exception.  For two months the children will have a rest from 
daily studies at school and return to start a new year in June.  So many of the children received awards and one graduated 
from University with a Bachelor of Education, being our second school teacher graduate.  What a wonderful achievement 
and evidence of determination against many odds.  Many of the children received awards for good behaviour and being a 
model to others.  We are so grateful to the wonderful staff at SAF for the tireless commitment of parenting the children.  
Preparing a child for the day they venture out of their familiar surroundings into a life with new challenges, is a role we 
each face as parents.  Experiencing the empty nest syndrome for Amy and me was a difficult process to work through as we 
watched our youngest wave goodbye at the airport to start out the next phase of his own journey.  I often think how 
difficult it must be for a mother or father to give up their beloved child for reasons that most of us would never have to 
face.  The effects of that on both parents and child bring emotional challenges to overcome.  
For those children that remain focused on achieving a higher education or carve out a career for themselves we draw much 
hope knowing so much of life's struggles can be overcome with a willingness to accept change and the right people to 
support us through it.  We are continually thankful to all who play a part in the children's lives, be it on the ground in the 
Philippines or by way of support from another nation.  Your love and kindness gives so many the hope to overcome.  
Thank you for partnering with us for this worthy cause. 

                                                                                     Martin 

Message from Martin 

 

As far as the kids are concerned, summer school vacation is one of the best times of the year!  Here at the Shepherd’s 
Arms, it is all about ‘LEARN, WORK and PLAY’ - from tutoring, painting, playing to learning practical skills such as farming, 
cake making and water pressure cleaning, we’ve got it  all covered!  What a way to raise well-rounded kids!    

 Hurray for summer holidays! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  VERY SPECIAL VISITORS 

A massive thanks to Jason and Leanne and their team from Gladstone, Queensland and the USA: Robin Jones, Stephanie 
Wallace, Jim Flanagan and Jen Salas for completing a number of projects during their visit in April.  The team has been at 
Shepherds Arms before and the children were so happy to see them again.  In such a short time, they built a carport, an outdoor 
washing area and lockers, fixed the roof, repaired the rainwater tank, painted a mural, built additional beds, painted the walls, 
planted more fruit trees, fixed the flooring at the local primary school and much more!  They also bought bicycles, mattresses 
and bean bags for the newly-established reading nook.  Most of all, they taught the older children important handy skills 
including tiling and basic carpentry.  Thank you for blessing Shepherds Arms with your time, energy and money. 

Our new community outreach program has been running since January.  We are very pleased to report it is going exceedingly 
well.  So far, we have brought 30 impoverished kids from the community back to school.  We provided them with books, 
meals, school supplies, transport and clothing.  We are very grateful to the members of Rotaract Club of Gladstone for their 
generous donation that allowed us to upgrade our old vehicle (school bus) and the Rotary Club of Balwyn for donating funds 
to pour a concrete floor and buy supplies for the nearby primary school.  This work was recognised as an integral part of the 
community by the school principal.  

Change a Community Program Update 

We are making a difference to the community.  Please contact us if you 
want to partner with us! 


